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la order W combatl the ragiline
tendency, the United Slates Com-
missloner of Education hes cominls-
signed FPiof, C, A Suiith ol Lhe
University of Virginia to collect all
the old Ume svngs wnd ballads he

vould, Me ulsv i1y seeking for Lhe

old Southern melodles, which are

thie only real American music,
Thai Professor Smith is having

trouble finding the songs he Is seek-

ing i true. He has appealed Lo the
| J i“,‘;.';'/-m Lhe country Lo help him

Vhen Professor Emith went ln gquest
of the =ongs he cotered & music
store in his home town and asked
for & bLook uf old songs.

“Uh, we don't keep any such
hooks,” the clerk told smith, and he
looked hurt to learn such & mman as
Smilth should ask f{or an old, old
®ong Look. We keep nothing but
the very latest and very newcst
songs.”

Then Smith appealed to the coun-
iry.

Phllander P, Claxton, commission-
er of education, in apeaking of the
appoiniment of Smith said!

“Whatever has al any tume ap-
pealed Lo the best emotions and
moved the heart of a people must
have for thelr c¢lhildren and thelr
children's children  political, his-
torical, and cultural value. This i=
eapeclally true of folk Lales aud folk
BODKE

“The English and Scoltish popu-
lar hatlads helpad o mold the char-
- Reter of the man and women whao

made up the larger part of the
Colonial popolation of 1his conun-
iry. For generations these ballads
of the lowlands and highlands of
England and Scotland were sung
zlong the Atlantle coast and in the
valleyg of the Appalachian Moun-
tain®, The descendants of Engliah,
Irish, and Scoleh-Irish  colonisis
took many of them with them on
thely marcn scross the continent,
and the bullads were famillar In
childhond 1o mililone of men and
wonmen whose children have never
hesrd them. PBefore the march of
the pulille achigol, the publie llbrary,
urban clhvilization, anJ modern in-
austrial and commercial life, they
have vanished ke the fresh, cool
mists of the morning before the
heat of Lhe sun, but they still have
their value, and we should not per-
mit them ta be lost out of our 1'fe.
The nation will be the poorer If we
do.,”

BALLADS KEPT ALIVE
THROUGH TRADITION.

Prof. Smith in his appeal to ths
people malls lists of the songs and
ballaods desired Lo any who will as-
alst. Wilth the list he sends the
following stalement:

“One of the grealesl pleces of re-
pearch work ever done by an Ameri-
in was Prof. Frangis J. Child's
edition in 10 parts of ""The English
and Scoltish Popular Ballads,” He
founy that there weare 035 of these
old ballads, and nobody has vet
succeeded In increasing or dimin-
t=hing thi= number.

“An Irteresting discovery made in

uinatin

Colonial Ballads and g
Southern Melodies,

Hopes to

Replace
Modrn
“Popular

Songs.”
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recenl vears e that many n? these
ald ballads were tha
rarilest settlers (o the Uniied Slates

braught oy

and have been kepr allve through
oral  tradition ever since Prof,
Child made no studied attempt to
collect these  American =arvivals,
notlng them enly incldentally He
reporis, il my couny 5 caorrect, £
in Maine,. 2 In New Hampshire, 10
in Massachuseits, & in New York,
1 In Pennsylvanin, 1 In Maryiapd, 4

In Virginia, & in North Carolina, nna
1 In South Carolina, Il wa omit
duplicates, the total s only 17 Now
however, at lsast 56 of the Lallads
In Prof. Child = list have heen tound
in the United States and the senrch
hae hardly begun,
of Camhbridge, Mass: Praf. . 0L
Hrmrn of “Missourl, Trof.
Lyman Kiltredge, of Y¥arvard tTnl-
varsity: Prof. John A Lomax, of
Texas, andl Prof Huliert . Shearin,
of Wonlucky, have been the leaders
In thix work of recavery, and have
lhus made every Arierican eltizen
thelr dAshitor

Sidney Lanier 14 not nverstate 1t
whan e said of these ol Lallude, “T
Enew that he who walks in the way

Phillins Rarry,

George

<hege following YWallada point  will
be manful In nocessnry fight, fair
In Irade, losal In love genernng 1o

the poor, tender in the household,
prudent (n Jiving, plain in speech,
merry ‘upon occasion, almple in be-
havior, and honest dn all things
But if our Ameriean versions are
nat callected aulckly they can never
e coilected at all. It Is now op
never. Many influences are tending
fo obliterate them Catehy, but
cmply, eongs not werlhy of com-
narison with them, the decadence
of communal singing, the growing
diversity of intercsts, the appeal to
what I= divisive and separative in
our national 1ife, the presence of
the artifigial and scif-conscious in
modern writing are depriving onr
home« and schoolrooms of a kind
of lterature which, for community
of feeling, for vigor of narrative,
for vividness of portralture, and
for utier simplicity of siylo and eon-
fent Is not surpassed in the whole
history or English or American
song

FEACH STATE ASKED

TO AID SEARCH.

“Whether you know any of theea
395 ballads or know of them, Per-
haps there is a pupll In your school,
Or & parenl, or a patron, or a friend
nol connecled with the school who
Kknows, or is llkely to know, ueveral
of them. The report even of ax frag-
ment will be welcome, You will

b
he surprized ta find that mans vers
I of theao old sonks are it
Your very door or may he obtalned

by o Hitle efMort and Lt You are
not aelied to write down and send
on uny versions of these ballud= 1t
is desired to know, firslt, how many
of the=a ballads and how many ver-
siong of the sgme ballad there ars
In each State, 1L lg believed that
the publie school teachers are per-
haps better fitted than any others
toinaugurate a natlonal search, but
the all into whose
hande this clredlar may- fall s
carnestly requested When the ra-
turna from the different States have
been recelved and clas=ified, another
vireubar will be lssued giving resulia
With the clreuiar in hand
“ach State in which thero 1= no falk-
lure or hallad saclety can form one

co-operation of

secnil

on a deflinite bazsis of AsCerLaine:
resplts;, snd  thos continue - the
scarch I"hose Btates or communi-
ties that already have such soclelles
can use the Information thus ac-
quired In whalever way they deem
best, State organizations will be
found most efficient in this rescue
work. Not until each Stale feeln
Itgelf responsible for the coliection
of tho hallads surviving in (ts own

barders will the search Le #ven ap-
proximately completla ar tho reaalta
at nll sptlafactory. Hut when each
Btate Joins In a sort of co-operative

IT’S
In gentler days gone by

EWooning was supposed to bs the

natural responge of 4 Young woman
lo any untoward stimulus In the
novels she swooned into the arma
of a convenlent youth of #talwart
proportions, who carried her to
Bafety. What she did in real life
when there was no sturdy oak about
which she could twine does not
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ballad unlon, a work may be writ-
ten that shall prove not less «lgnifi-
cant aund cortainly not less inter-
eating to Americans than Irof,
Child's great work Itself.”

In ‘addition to the sings brouzht
tor Amerles hy the colonlst= are the
¥ONES of the South. The South Ix
naturally 4 land of music. Much
of thelr melodies, however, are due

appear. Wao have alwava suspected
that she then trotted off upon per-
fectly efficlent lege. postponing hor
BWOOn unti] succor was al hand, To-
day nobody {s surprised that the
Wellesley young women marched
out of their burning dormitory with
entire  saif-possession, They
praised for their intellizence and
Pk, But nobody wanls them to

ure

o~
-

ta the old nezro mammie: whio used
o make up the songs to ne ot
children they nuvand The songs o
the Bouth are unknown in England,
They are thoe real Americin songs,
The songs brought from Enclend

and Scotland by the colonials have

Yeon revamped in the mountains of

the Sawth and have becorme Amer]-
canized.

Anpther tvpe of Amerlenn song
is tha collage song Most of the col-

lege mongs, however, orig

in

fuint. In fuct, wo should bo thor-
oughly ashamed Iif they had at-
tomplted wny such nonsense. What
was fashlonable, in fact quite de
rigucur, a century ago [s now an
annoying bit of idiocy. We do not
know thut female nerves and cour-
ago and physique have changed ex-
tensively. But fashions ungues-
tlonably have. Perhaps the femin-

=0

BAD FORM INDEED FOR WOMEN TO SWOON ASIN FORMER DAYS

ists and anti-feminists of the hour
can explain why,

Pretty Bad,
Elobla—What sort of reputation
has Biones for veracity?
Slobbs—1 wouldpt believe him
any more than ! would believe the
oldest inbabitant of a smal] town,

i p———
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Fauror With slight varialions In
tim nid differsnt words the old
(ierman universjioye EONEs ara sung

I American colleges today
The Woman With Forty Cooks.
We are not surprised to read that

the Haltimore womin who had for-

ty different cooks in one year final-
imbed o nervous prostra-

The only wonder 1s that she

survived to tell the tale. What her

gpecial trouhle was it is Impoeibla

All women have much to
from thelr cooks, but tha
experience of formy in a sngle year

I rare amd wonderful. We wixh

this mutrofy wonld write her auto=-

hlography ar frankly as Maria

Bashkirtseff did anpd initiate all of

g into the inner sancium of her

The =poctacle would be

horrible, Hul at the same time it

would be instructive, Her sorrows
have natupally awakened sympathy
among her Muaryiand sisters. Ther
feem to agres unanimously that
something ought to be done o
check this appalling transiloriness
of cooks. ‘The guepn of the kitchen
has reduced herself Lo a mere float-
ing vislon. Today she dawng ra-
diantly., Tomorrow =he i= cut down

Az a flower and withereth, or at any

rate She flitteth away and is nol

No doubt her mistress many a tima

and oft wishes she could wither

her and wisheth all 'n vain. Ths
cook flourishes llke the grean bay
tree, It {m (he mistress who pines
and pemks. \yhat ouxght to be done
about 1t? pne Marviand Dauvgh-
ters of the Jrevelution think the
evancscent cnpk ought to be maide
to sien a coptract binding her to
personal serviee for & fixed period.

It she breqks her bond and fades

away, sha can be sent to jall, where,

the chances are, she ought to have
been In the Arst place. The mis-
tress can then Appear at intervals
and read her sermons on tha sin ot
ficklennas throush the Dbars Thh:
remedy s fascinatingly simple. It
reduces the wicked cook to & pean=
age, or rather slavery, for the pe-
rind of her contrack If such a la=~
wWere enpctod we are persuaded thax
the poor Baltimore woman w.n.uld
nol have forty cooks thoﬂnext year
or tha wvenr nfter that. She would
not have any cook thenceforth for-

added =lavery lo
evermore- I1f wo =
all' the other aiscoug-;ilt:znf?:u:‘-

ervice
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